
Jewish Family Services  

Jewish Family Services (JFS) – a nonprofit serving the Los Angeles, San Francisco, and San Diego regions – 

estimates that there are approximately 15,000 Holocaust survivors living in California, 50% of which live 

at or below the poverty line.  

Like so many other seniors, these individuals are an incredibly vulnerable population due to their fixed 

or limited incomes, healthcare concerns, cost of living, and more. Amongst this population, survivors 

also carry the added burden of trauma, which affects their activities of daily living in numerous ways. 

In order to uplift these survivors and assure that they have the care and resources they need, JFS offers 

homecare and other supportive services, all the while eliminating the prohibitive costs that often 

accompany caregiving programs.   

While JFS has the passion, tenacity, and desire to fulfill this need for the estimated 7,500 survivors living 

at or below the poverty line, the organization does not currently have the funding to do so.  

JFS lists the following as challenges it is currently facing in the care economy:  

• Inflation on current homecare needs: We need additional homecare funding just to account for 

inflation and higher costs. Across the state we continue to advocate with the Claims Conference to 

increase our approved average rates (for example, in San Diego, $26.36/hr vs. the current $31-$33.50/hr 

regional median rate), but regardless of our average rate, CC will not automatically increase our 

homecare funding. 

• Other needs not funded/covered by CC for current clients: We also know of additional needs for food, 

transportation, socialization, funerals, dental and medical expenses that are either not funded or not 

covered by CC.  

• Staffing:  In order to support these additional services and future Survivors, we would also anticipate 

the need to hire additional staff. We don’t have funds for enough social workers, case managers, 

marriage & family therapists, etc.   

•  Potential needs of other Holocaust survivors JFS is not yet serving: We currently have waitlists for 

people who have been screened, connected to any available benefits (government or private) but need 

more extensive care. In addition, those not currently receiving services are likely to turn to us for 

support as they continue to age. 

Survivor Stories  

The following stories are just a few examples of the hardships survivors are facing in obtaining the care 

they deserve.  

Vivian (90 years old) 

Vivian survived by evacuating from Starokostantinovich, Ukraine to Ural with her mother.  

Vivian is legally blind due to degenerative vision loss. She has a number of health issues, exacerbated by 

her increasingly severe cognitive decline. She has been hospitalized several times in the past year and 



struggles with consistent medication management. She requires assistance with most activities of daily 

living, including cooking, dressing, going to the restroom, and personal care.  

Vivian receives 142 hours of IHSS homecare per month. Her son, who is retired and lives on a fixed 

income, has hired a caregiver to supplement her IHSS care, but is unable to maintain the cost of Vivian’s 

care. With additional funding, JFS will be able to provide her with the home care she needs without 

forcing her son deeper into debt.  

Don (84 years old) 

Don was born in Moscow and evacuated to Tashkent, Uzbekistan during the war. He developed severe 

intestinal issues during the Holocaust as a result of malnutrition and starvation. Despite four surgeries to 

address the intestinal issues, they never fully resolved. Don suffers from an autoimmune disorder as 

well. Last year, he broke both shoulders in a fall and remains physically impaired.  

Don now requires around the clock care. He receives 280 hours of IHSS homecare monthly and his 

daughter is covering the rest of his needs personally as she is unable to afford a private caregiver. She is 

very much in need of homecare to provide some respite so she can better take care of her father. Don 

recently transitioned from utilizing a feeding tube to regular food. Because of his digestive issues, he 

needs a specialized diet. He now is spending nearly half his income on food and nutrition.   

David (90 years old) 

David has been a client of JFSLA for many years. During the war he was in a ghetto, forced labor camp 

and in hiding. 

David has been experiencing severe physical decline. He has multiple chronic conditions, including 

disabling arthritis. He is unable to stand for more than a few minutes at a time. He is in constant pain, 

which has not been remediated through pain treatments and physical therapy. He lives alone and is 

need of around the clock care. He has taken out a reverse mortgage on his home to pay for additional 

home care assistance. His assets are rapidly diminishing. 

David is currently receiving 80 hours of homecare per week through JFS and pays for the rest out of 

pocket. David was attending the JFS Café Europa social group and a Survivors of the Holocaust support 

group on a regular basis before COVID. To increase socialization, he is now participating through zoom. 

Without the assistance that he is receiving, David would not be able to remain living in his home.  

Rose (83 years old) 

Rose survived through evacuation to Sverdlovsk, Russia during the war. 

Rose has been a client since 2016. She receives homecare, food vouchers and taxi coupons through 

JFSLA. She does not have any family in Los Angeles and relies on JFSLA for assistance with basic needs 

such as reading her mail, helping with bills and completing recertification for various programs such as 

CalFresh and Medi-cal. Through the years, JFSLA social workers have assisted Rose with getting safety 

equipment in her bathroom to reduce the risk of falls, getting an emergency response system, and with 

other needs as they come up. 

Rose suffers from dementia, anxiety, diabetes, incontinence, insomnia, arthritis, high blood pressure 

and has a history of falls. She also receives mental health treatment through JFSLA. She receives about 



100 hours of homecare per month through the Claims Conference and 144 hours through the IHSS 

program. She is in need of increased homecare to provide for her safety and care. Rose lives in a low-

income HUD building, receives CalFresh and Medi-Cal. 


